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Keep Looking Up 
By Frances K. Strickland 


OOK up! Whence cometh all our 
help. 
Look up, not ’rownd, nor in! 
Around are strife and turmoil rife, 
Discouragement within. 


Look up! Our Lord is seated still 
Upon the Father’s throne: 

And there, in tenderest love, He makes 
Our every care His own. 


His mercies fail not. Why should I 
Be anxious, troubled, sad? 

Away with every faithless fear! 
Be glad, my heart, be glad! 


With blessings all my path is strewn, 
My cup filled to the brim; 

But should all these depart, I still 
Have everything in Him, 


My life and light, my joy and song! 
Tho’ smooth or rough the road, 
Tis leading Home, and all the way 

Thou art enough, my God. 





SY¥XilL OOVA 


* Thoughts on the Satellite 


What are we, as Christians, to think 

..of the Russian sputnik, flying around the 

_ earth every 96.2 minutes? It opens a new 
era in the field of science, as the atomic 

ci. bomb did twelve years ago. Time (Oct. 
. 14) says the “launching of the Russian 
Satellite is man’s first successful attempt 

to navigate the ocean of space around 
the earth.” Whatever its value, it is an 
achievement over which the Russians 


are doubtless jubilant. Is it one of the 
signs Christians are to look for in the last 
days? Possibly; but those mentioned 
in Luke refer to the Tribulation, after 
the Rapture; and will be “signs in the 
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars” 
(Luke 21:25). This very earthly body, 
which is making men magnify man’s 
might and forget God’s power, is only 
about 560 miles above the earth—a tiny 
fraction of the distance to the celestial 
bodies. Perhaps it has some sinister con- 
nection with “the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience” (Eph, 2:2), 
but one cannot be dogmatic about it; 
and whatever its mysterious signifi- 
cance, God has allowed men to discover 
how to make it, and set it going 
for a time. It is seldom profitable to 
ask why God allows many things to 
happen. But let us never forget that 
He is still on the throne of the uni- 
verse. The sputnik is held in its orbit 
by earth’s gravitation and governed by 
divine, not man-made laws. This, pre- 
sumably, the Russians “willingly are 
ignorant of,” like the scoffers of the last 
days described by the Apostle Peter, 
for officially they are atheists. While 
they pride themselves on their great 
achievement, they ignore the mighty 
hand of God that keeps the universe 
running in an orderly way—including 
their little gadget. One thing is cer- 
tain: though amateur astronomers may 
confuse the sputnik with the stars, it is 
certain that God will not, for “he telleth 
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the number of the stars; he calleth them 
all by their names” (Psa, 147:4). If 
the Russians are putting their trust in 
their conquest of space, they would do 
well to heed God’s warning to Edom: 
“Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, 
and though thou set thy nest among 
the stars, thence will I bring thee down, 
saith the Lord” (Obad, 4); to “seek him 
that maketh the seven stars and Orion, 
and turneth the shadow of death into 
the morning, and maketh the day dark 
with night .. . The Lord is his name” 
(Amos 5:8). Suppose the satellite is 
the forerunner of frightful weapons of 
destruction, what then? For Christians, 
their resource is still the same: “God 
is our refuge and strength, a very pres- 
ent help in trouble” (Psa. 46:1), More- 
over, God reserves to Himself and His 
angels the right to destroy the earth. 
Let believers not be unduly disturbed 
by the satellite, but look beyond it and 
say with David: “When I consider thy 
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which thou hast 
ordained; what is man, that thou art 
mindful of him? and the son of man, 
that thou visitest him?” (Psa, 8:3, 4.) 
God has been mindful of man and sent 
His Son to die for him. We who know 
Him are not to scan the heavens in 
fear and trembling for satellites, but to 
lift up our heads and look for “the root 
and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning star” (Rev. 22:16); 
and “the Sun of righteousness . . . with 
healing in his wings” (Mai, 4:2). 
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When Others’ Joy Cures Our Heartache 


By J. B. Rowell, Th.D. 


all.” This may be modern 
in human experience, but, the 
fact is, these words were spoken by 
Job more than four thousand years ago 


nV) reac comforters are ye 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9b). 























(Job 16:1). It is as though he said, 
“If you were in my position, you 
wouldn’t talk as you do.” 

Job said, “I also could speak as ye 
do: if- your soul were in my soul’s 
stead, I could heap up words against 
you, and shake mine head at you” (Job 
16:4). As much as to say, If you had 
been bereaved as I have; if you had my 
affliction, you would understand, and 
then you would sympathize. 

Folk say the same today: If you had 
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my pain. If you had my sudden stroke, 
my paralysis, my arthritis, then you 
would appreciate what I am going 
through. If you had my sorrow, then 
you could sympathize with me. 

Many seem shut up to their own sor- 
row, and refuse to be comforted. They 
live in a sorrow-world of their own, 
as though unmindful of the fact that 
the world about them is filled with 
grief. They do not seem to realize that 
their experience in the school of sor- 
row peculiarly fits them to understand 
and comfort others passing through a 
similar experience. They allow God- 
given opportunities to slip from them, 
and, instead of using their own experi- 
ence to comfort and, strengthen others, 
they continue to cultivate and magnify 
their loss, their sorrow, until all their 
feelings are for themselves. In fact, 
some are quite hurt if someone tries 
to direct their thought and attention to 
the blessings and compensations God 
has given, and almost charge such a 
one with iack of understanding and 
sympathy. 

Life’s experiences are very real, but 
nursing sorrow only adds to its weight. 
Nursing sorrow blinds to the needs of 
others, and cripples as to helping them. 
Perhaps God has permitted you, even 
privileged you, to pass through the 
school of bereavement, the school of 
sorrow, in order to equip you for the 
much-needed ministry of comforting 
others; even as the Scripture states it, 
“Blessed be God ... the God of all 
comfort; who comforteth us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to com- 
fort them which are in any trouble, by 
the comfort wherewith we ourselves 
are comforted of God” (2 Cor. 1:3, 4). 

See yourself in the other man’s posi- 
tion. See through his eyes. Feel with 
him. On one occasion a student was 
told by the teacher to study the selec- 
tion, “Milton on His Blindness,” and 
recite it in the classroom the following 
week. At the appointed time, the stu- 
dent began the recitation; but he had 
only given the first lines, when the 
teacher stopped him, saying, “No, you 
do not understand it; come back next 
week.” The student did so, but only to 
receive the same observation from the 
teacher, requesting him to be blind- 
folded for a full day, and in that state 
to study the immortal poem, and thus 
enter into the experience and feelings 
of Milton in his blindness. After do- 
ing this, the student stood before the 
class to give the recitation, but, this 
time, the whole class listened with in- 
tent amazement and depth of feeling, 
as, with profound emotion, the student 
repeated the words: “When I consider 
how my light is spent ere half my days, 
in this dark world and wide; And that 
one talent which is death to hide, 
Lodged with me useless, though my soul 
were bent to serve therewith my Maker, 
and present my true account...” The 
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student had seen himself in Milton’s 
experience, and, caught by the spirit 
of the poem, he wept as he recited it. 

There is another side to this consid- 
eration. We want others to share with 
us in our sorrow, but why not share 
with them in their joy? Our Saviour 
invites us to share in His joy. He said, 
“These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy might remain in you, and 
that your joy might be full” (John 15: 
11). When you feel your sorrow is 
great, “rejoice with them that do re- 
joice” (Rom, 12:15); or as Weymouth 
translates it, “Practice rejoicing with 
people who rejoice.” While others 
should sympathize with us, should we 
not find comfort in ther rejoicing? 
Should we not find comfort in the com- 
fort wherewith another is comforted? 
(2 Cor. 1:4.) Should we not find joy in 
another’s rejoicing, and so share an- 
other’s rejoicing that we make their re- 
joicing ours? 

To evaluate our experiences in the 
light of the testings that come to other 
members in the human family can lead 
us to a truer understanding of. the inner 
courage and patience with which an- 
other, by the grace of God, bears a 
heavier burden. This may enable us to 
lose a measure of our sorrow as we 
share in the triumph and rejoicing of 
another who is nobly bearing a greater 
affliction. A robust little woman, a 
member of our church, was bereaved 
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of her husband; later she fell sick and 
suffered the amputation of her left leg. 
She went through all this with buoyant 
faith in God, her radiant face speaking 
of an inner peace. Following the am- 
putation of her other leg, we visited the 
hospital and found her still rejoicing 
in Christ, never for a moment question- 
ing the love and faithfulness of her 
Lord. Inquiring of another sufferer in 
the same ward, as to her own condition, 
she pointed to the legless but trium- 
phant patient, and replied, “We cannot 
complain when she’s like that.” And 
so, others were calmed, and bore their 
pain with patience and fortitude, as 
they shared in the triumph of another 
experiencing a greater affliction. 

As I was visiting a man and his wife, 
who had lost their son, their only child, 
in the war, their minds were turned 
to the multitudes passing through the 
same experience. They gave themselves 
to helping others, by sending comfort- 
ing, encouraging letters, and Gospel 
tracts. The practical help they minis- 
tered also helped cure their own heart- 
ache, 

Whatever your experience, rejoice 
with them that do rejoice. However 
much of change has come to you, re- 
joice in your unchanging portion—“Re- 
joice in the Lord alway” (Phil, 4:4). 
Our Lord “went about doing good” 
(Acts 10:38), and, if we are willing to 
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Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


One Who Finds Comfort 
in Eternal Security 
Whenever THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


speaks in favor of the doctrine of eter- 
nal security—which it believes is Scrip- 


tural—it receives two or three letters: 


taking issue with it. But the Tres 
is not a forum, and has rarely opened 
its columns to prolonged discussions of 
the pros and cons of important doctrinal 
issues. It holds to the position of the 
former Editors, considering that its duty 
is to give its readers what it believes to 
be the truth according to the Scrip- 
tures. The following letter is a wel- 
come testimony to the value of the 
teaching that once we are saved, our 
safekeeping for time and eternity de- 
pends not on our faithfulness or hold 
upon Christ, but upon His finished 
work, His faithfulness, and His hold 
upon us. 

I want to thank you for what your 
ministry has meant in my life and to 
make a contribution to the discussion 
of eternal security which appeared 
= “Notes on Open Lettters” (June 


I was saved seven years ago out of 
great misery and a terrible state of 
“lostness.” So I was really happy 
over my salvation, and I was really 
grateful to my Saviour, and I was 


really determined to serve Him. But 
after contact with some very unkind 
and self-seeking, though fundamental, 
professing Christians, I began to doubt 
the doctrine of eternal security, 

Now my argument for eternal se- 
curity is this: When I thought it pos- 
sible to lose my salvation, my spiritual 
strength dwindled, on account of fear 
for one thing, and on account of a 
true estimate of my own inability to 
do anything good, for another thing. 

In answer to prayer, I found fellow- 
ship in a Bible study group where the 
minister opened the Scriptures to me 
and convinced me that my salvation 
was a gift (Eph. 2:8, 9) and that God 
would not require us to earn a gift 
after it was given to us. Then the 
doctrine of eternal security fell into 
place as a vital part of God’s wor 
to us. For me it was settled. 

And this is my testimony: once 
that was settled, what joy I had! What 
relief! But more than that, what spit- 
itual strength! For now I know that 
I am leaning on Him one hundred 
per cent, and I can say with Paul, 
“When I am weak, then am I strong.” 
Since then I know Christ has had 
greater victory in my life, and ! 
know I have had a closer walk with 
Him. Why, I can never stop praising 
Him, eternity will be too ‘short! 

So my argument for eternal security 
is not only that it is Scriptural, but 
that it is fruitful—A Wisconsin reader, 
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V. Future Physical Changes in Palestine 


Far-reaching results of the future cleavage 


of the Mount of Olives 


STUDY of prophecy leads to the 
A conclusion that the topography 

of the Holy Land is to suffer a 
violent change before the establishment 
of Christ’s millennial Kingdom. For 
example: Zechariah (14:4) foretells a 
cleavage in the Mount of Olives; Ezek- 
iel (47) describes a millennial temple 
with a river flowing through its courts 
and refers to the revitalizing of the 
Dead Sea; Micah (4:1) implies that 
some upheaval will thrust up Zion 
above the mountains. Is all this sym- 
bolic (as many teachers suggest) or 
are the statements made by the prophets 
to be interpreted literally? 

There seems little doubt that the end- 
times will be characterized by physical 
happenings and_ disturbances. The 
apocalyptic references to the sun be- 
coming black and the moon becoming 
as blood, to stars falling from Heaven, 
and to the sea and the rivers being in- 
carnadined, may well be figurative lan- 
guage veiling the details of the dreadful 
events of that future period. It is im- 
possible to ignore the fact, however, 
that actual physical disturbances have, 
in reality, often taken place at crucial 
moments of history. The plagues of 
Egypt, the halting of sun and moon in 
Joshua’s day, the star that heralded our 
Lord’s birth, the earthquake at His 
death and that at His resurrection are 
pertinent examples, 


The Earth Shall Be Shaken 

On many occasions, both in the Old 
Testament prophets and in the Book of 
Revelation, there are allusions to a 
mighty earthquake which is to occur 
in the troublous days of the future, 
John indicates that, just prior to our 
Lord’s coming to execute vengeance 
upon a guilty world, there will be a 
great earthquake, more terrible than 
any which has preceded it (Rev. 16:18), 
while Zechariah declares that, at His 
coming and the attendant happenings, 
the people will flee as they “fled from 
before the earthquake in the days of 
Uzziah king of Judah” (Zech, 14:5)— 
tacitly confirming the words of the later 
Seer. Haggai again reveals that, in the 
day of judgment, God will shake both 
Heaven and earth (Hag. 2:6), and Isa- 
jah declares that God will visit Jeru- 
Salem with thunder and earthquake 
(Isa, 29:6). 

Scriptures might be multiplied, but it 
seems quite clear that, at our Lord’s 
Teturn to earth, there will be a seismic 
disturbance of an unprecedented char- 
acter. Several of its effects are also 
disclosed in the Scriptures. Micah 
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Some years ago engineers con- 
sidered the possibility of building 
a canal that would carry water from - 
the Mediterranean to the Dead Sea. 
In this fifth article of his series on 
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the Near East, Dr. Tatford shows 
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plainly states that “in the last days... 
the mountain of the house of the Lord 
shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and it shall be exalted above 
the hills” (Mic, 4:1). This seems a 
sheer impossibility, but Isaiah predicts 
in detail] the events preceding that state. 
Tremendous upheavals will apparently 
lift up valleys and level down moun- 
tains and hills, the crooked will be 
straightened and the rough places will 
be smoothed into plain (Isa, 40:4, 5). 
The whole area has, of course, suffered 
from earthquakes in the past, but what 
is foretold is an earthquake of unparal- 
leled effect. 

Revelation 16:19 states that “the great 
city was divided into three parts, and 
the cities of the nations fell” and Zech- 
ariah further reveals that, at Messiah’s 
descent, “His feet shall stand in that 
day upon the mount of Olives ... and 
the mount of Olives shall cleave in the 
midst thereof toward the east and 
toward the west, and there shall be a 
very great valley; and half of the moun- 
tain shall remove toward the north, and 
half of it toward the south” (Zech. 
14:4). A glance at the map will show 
at once the effect of such a remarkable 
cleavage. In conjunction with the sud- 
den submergence of some land and the 
elevation of other, as described by Isa- 
iah, these violent changes almost in- 
evitably result in the country’s suffer- 
ing from floods and possibly other 
catastrophes. The Jordan valley, which 
is the deepest depression in the world, 
runs from north to south through the 
three lakes of Huleh, Galilee, and the 
Dead Sea, but the sudden introduction 
of a new valley from east to west might 


even affect the course of the Jordan 
itself. 

Dr. Mabie’s description is well worth 
quoting in extenso: “This earthquake 
will not only change the whole topog- 
raphy of Palestine, but it will cut in 
two the mountain backbone of that 
land, right through the Mount of Olives. 
By it at one stroke, east and west, the 
land will divide, and a great ship canal 
be formed from the Mediterranean Sea 
to the Jordan valley and the Dead Sea. 
The waters of the great sea, rushing 
down through that earthquake chasm, 
with a fall of about eight times the 
height of Niagara—or an average of 
about 22 feet to the mile—would fill 
the Jordan valley to the Sea of Galilee 
and above, To the southward the waters 
would sweep down to the Gulf of Aqaba 
and the Red Sea. So, if the Jordan 
valley should remain at about its pres- 
ent level, it would form the bed of a 
great and deep inland sea, approaching 
to the very suburbs of Jerusalem. So 
the city of the great king would be- 
come the seaport of the world—the 
business emporium of the nations.” This 
is no idle fantasy, for Zechariah plainly 
states that in that day, “living waters 
shall go out from Jerusalem; half of 
them toward the former sea [ie., the 
eastern or Dead Sea], and half of them 
toward the hinder sea” [i.e., the west- 
ern or Mediterranean Sea] (Zech. 14:8). 
In other words, Jerusalem will clearly 
stand on a great canal uniting the Medi- 
terranean and the Dead seas and it will 
presumably be practicable for naviga- 
tion to use the channel to reach the 
city and the interior of the country. 
The commercial potentialities are pat- 
ent. No warlike vesse] will pass there 
(Isa, 33:21). 


No Brazen Sea 

But this is not the only feature. In 
Ezekiel’s vision of the millennial tem- 
ple, there is no trace of the brazen 
laver of the Old Testament Tabernacle 
or of the brazen sea of Solomon’s Tem- 
ple. Instead, a river gushes up in the 
holy of holies and flows under the door 
of the temple and through the temple 
court. The river flows into the Dead 
Sea bringing a new life into that salt 
lake, as a result of which even the fish- 
ermen assemble there hopefully. There 
is perhaps a suggestion that the river 
links the Dead Sea with the Mediter- 
ranean, since fish like those of the Medi- 
terranean will be found in the Dead 
Sea. 

The result of the physical changes, 
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therefore, will not only be the new 
position occupied by Jerusalem as a 
wealthy seaport, but the cleansing of 
the lifeless waters of the salt sea and 
the impartation of a fresh life. 

Some years ago Dr. Walter Clay 
Lowdermilk suggested that the upper 
waters of the Jordan and its tributaries 
should be diverted to irrigate some of 
the valleys of Israel and that the Dead 
Sea should be compensated for the 
waters of which it had been robbed by 
bringing the Mediterranean waters into 
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the lower Jordan valley. To do this 
would require a canal from the coast to 
the Jordan, this canal to carry one 
thousand cubic feet of water per sec- 
ond. The development of hydro-elec- 
tric power would follow almost auto- 
matically from the volume of water 
tumblirig 1,200 feet into the Jordan. 
What Dr. Lowdermilk, after very care- 
ful consideration, submitted as a pos- 
sibility is precisely what has been pre- 
dicted in prophecy. 
(To be continued) 


The So-Called “Lost Gospel of Thomas” 


What is the value of the Chenoboskion documents discovered in 1945 in Egypt? 


ARLIER this year, a newspaper sup- 

plement called the American Weekly 
published an article entitled “Discov- 
ered: Unknown Sayings of Jesus: The 
Truth About the Lost Fifth Gospel,” 
by Manuel Komroff.1 According to the 
article, in 1945 some native Egyptians 
were digging for a natural fertilizer 
on the banks of the Nile, sixty miles 
downstream from Luxor, when they 
came upon a clay jar. Expecting that 
they might find treasure in it, they 
broke the jar, but only sand and sheaves 
of old papyrus and leather books fell 
from the broken vessel. 

As reported by Mr. Komroff in the 
article, the natives could not read the 
ancient manuscripts, so they took some 
of the pages and lit a fire to heat water 
for their meal. As they sat eating, they 
realized that the documents might have 
some value, and, a few days later, they 
made contact with local dealers who 
paid them the equivalent of nine dollars 
for the whole lot of manuscripts. 

For four years the manuscripts went 
from dealer to dealer until, in 1949, they 
came into the possession of one man. 
He brought them to the Coptic Museum 
in Cairo, where they were identified as 
books of a “library” that had belonged 
to some early Christian group living 
along the banks of the Nile. At this 
juncture, the Egyptian Government in- 
tervened and declared that the manu- 
scripts belonged to the government. A 
lawsuit followed, and, finally, after five 
years, the owner of the manuscripts 
was indemnified and the documents be- 
came the property of the Egyptian Gov- 
ernment. 

In the fall of 1956, an international 
committee of scholars was invited to 
Cairo to examine these manuscripts, 
which total over one thousand pages. 
It was generally agreed, as reported 
by Mr. Komroff, that they date from 
the third and fourth centuries A.D., 
and were probably copied from earlier 
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Greek originals. The collection is re- 
ported to contain some forty-eight dif- 
ferent documents. 

Professor Henri Puech of the College 
de France has been interested in these 
manuscripts for nearly a decade. He 
says that some of them deal with the 
Creation, and are attributed to Seth, 
the third son of Adam; others deal with 
Noah and the Flood; and one series in- 
cludes writings that are Christian in 
character, such as the “Evangel of 
Philip,” “Dialogue of Our Saviour,” and 
“The Secret of John.” 

According to the newspaper article, 
Professor Puech feels that one of the 
documents stands out above the others. 
It is called “The Gospel According to 
Thomas,” and begins with these words, 
“Here are the secret words spoken by 
Jesus the Living and written down by 
Didymus Jude Thomas.” Professor 
Puech reports that it fills twenty pages 
of Coptic script and contains one hun- 
dred and three sayings of Jesus. Some 
of the sayings are similar to those in 
our Gospels, and others are different. 
About forty-three sayings, are new, ac- 
cording to the article by Mr, Komroff. 

The preceding paragraphs are a sum- 
mary of the American Weekly news- 
paper article by Mr. Komroff, and 
should be regarded in that light. The 
article is written in a somewhat sen- 
sational manner by a newspaper writer 
and not by a specialist in ancient docu- 
ments. It leaves even the casual reader 
with the feeling that it needs to be 
evaluated. 

What is our evaluation of this article 
and of the “Gospel of Thomas” and the 
other manuscripts in this group? One 
finds that some of the sayings attributed 
to Jesus in the “Gospel of Thomas” are 
rather abstruse: “He that is near me 
is near the fire. He that is far from 
me is far from the fire.” Others are 
rather pointless, as the reference to the 
clever fisherman who finds one big fish 


’ among the little fishes, “And it hurts 


October 26, 1957 


him not to keep only the one big fish.” 
One feels that someone is trying to 
coin sayings that Jesus might have 
said, but he quite fails in his effort to 
capture the spirit of Jesus. 

Further investigation has shown that 
this group of manuscripts from Egypt 
is actually the product of Gnostic writ- 
ers of the early Christian centuries, 
The Gnostics, sometimes referred to as 
a “sect” in early Christian times, in- 
cluded some Biblical materia] in their 
beliefs, to which they made all kinds 
of fantastic additions. For example, in 
the “Apocryphon of John,” the Gnostie 
work referred to by Komroff as “The 
Secret of John,” it is stated that the 
Saviour gave a revelation to John on the 
Mount of Olives, in which it was re- 
vealed that God looked at His image 
reflected in pure water of light with the 
result that a female being, Barbelo, 
came into existence. Barbelo medi- 
tated intensely on God and brought 
forth a spark. God was so pleased, it 
is said, that He anointed this first son 
with His kindness, and he became 
Christ. One of the other supposed di- 
vine beings, Sophia (Wisdom), brought 
forth an illegitimate son, who was a 
completely bad person by the name of 
Yaldabaoth. To prevent man from 
learning his rea] place in the world of 
light, Yaldabaoth forbade man to eat 
of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, but Christ (not the serpent) 
encouraged man to eat of the tree. The 
“Apocryphon of John” continues with a 
similar conglomeration of fanciful mate- 
rial. We have given enough of it to 
show part of the nature of Gnosticism. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Komroff in the 
American Weekly article never gives 
the slightest suggestion that the “Gos- 
pel of Thomas” and the other manu- 
scripts are the products of Gnostic 
writers. One rather gets the impres- 
sion that these may be actual sayings 
of Christ and are an important adden- 
dum to our New Testament knowledge. 
Actually, these works are not inspired 
at all, but are the work of this early 
heretical group, the Gnostics. 

These works are valuable to us in 
rounding out the picture of the Gnostics 
and their beliefs. Gnosticism and the 
Gnostics were well known to us from 
the writings of the early Church 
Fathers, including Irenaeus, Tertullian, 
and Hippolytus, all of whom were living 
in A.D, 200, as well as Origen (who 
died in A.D, 253), Cyril of Jerusalem 
(who died in A.D. 386), Epiphanius 
(who died about A.D. 404), and Augus- 
tine (who died in A.D. 430). Now this 
new discovery has added forty-four 
works to the seven Gnostic works that 
had been previously known. It is strik- 
ing that the Church Fathers gave wus 
a remarkably accurate picture of Gnos- 
ticism, as shown by the discovery of 
these new documents. This is effec- 
tively pointed, out in an article by Vie- 
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tor Gold of the Hamma Divinity School, 
entitled, “The Gnostic Library of Che- 
noboskion,” 2 in which he discusses this 
discovery of manuscripts and their sig- 
nificance. Chenoboskion is the ancient 
name of the site where they were dis- 
covered in Egypt. 

Another significance of these Che- 
noboskion documents is implied by 
Professor Gold and well delineated by 
Professor Laird Harris of Covenant 
College and Seminary in St. Louis. Says 
Professor Harris, referring to Gold's 
article, “It was said that this new light 
on Gnosticism shows that the New Tes- 
tament did not come into close contact 
with the later form of Gnosticism. The 
new tendency is therefore to date the 
New Testament books earlier, just as 
orthodox scholars have always done. 
For this new tendency and for the new 
light on the early heretics of our era, 
we may be profoundly thankful. But 
we need not wonder if any of the mate- 
rial belongs in our Bibles. These manu- 
scripts apparently a.. date from around 
the early fourth century A.D. and the 
writings were composed, it seems, from 
about 150 B.C. to the late third century. 
They are of course non-Biblical, spuri- 
ous, and opposed to Christianity—and 
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yet of great importance in the study of 
the history of those early years.” 3 

In summary, the “Gospel of Thomas” 
and other works found at Chenoboskion 
in Egypt are significant, not as giving 
further light on Christianity or the say- 
ings of Jesus, but rather as illuminating 
the early heresy of Gnosticism, which 
confronted the Church Fathers begin- 
ning in the second century A.D. One 


often finds interesting reading in Sun- 


day. newspaper supplements on archae- 
ological matters, such as Komroff’s ar- 
ticle on the so-called “Gospel of 
Thomas.” Often, however, the real, sig- 
nificance of the archaeological discov- 
ery is omitted or obscured, incidental 
features are emphasized beyond their 
significance, and the impressions given 
are not in accord with the actual facts. 
Archaeological discoveries are too im- 
portant to be handled carelessly, 


WHEATON, ILL. . 





2In “Biblical Archaeologist,” published by 
the American Schools of Oriental Research, 
Vol. XV, No. 4, December, 1952, pp. 70-88; 
see p. 71, note 4, for other articles on the Che- 
noboskion discoveries. 

%*“The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Gospel 
According to Thomas,” by Laird Harris, in 
“The Bible Presbyterian Reporter,” Vol. 2, 
No. 4, June, 1957, pp. 13, 16. 


Fifty Years of Bible Memorizing 


The golden anniversary of the Bible Success Band 


N THE summer of 1907 my widowed 

mother and I were staying in Bir- 
mingham, England, where I was asso- 
ciated in personal evangelism with 
Charles M, Alexander, the well-known 
Gospel singer of the Chapman-Alexan- 
der campaigns, 

My mother and I went to spend our 
vacation on a farm near Birmingham. 
During our stay there the thought came 
to us, “What wonderful blessing would 
result from enlisting large numbers of 
People in memorizing a verse of Scrip- 
ture daily!” 

Our souls were deeply stirred with 
this thought, and we decided to start 
the Bible Success Band, and to found 
the movement on Joshua 1:8: “This 
book of the law shv'l not depart out 
of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that is 
written therein: for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then 
thou shalt have good success.” 

The first booklet of the Bible Success 
Band, containing the list of verses to 
be learned that year, was published in 
oo in 1908. The plan of learning 
a Bible verse, daily, strongly appealed 
to large numbers of people. Several 
years later the booklets were published 
in various European countries. 

In 1908, my mother and I were mem- 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


bers of the Chapman-Alexander evange- 
listic party that went to Australia to 
conduct revival meetings in Melbourne, 
Sydney, and other large cities through- 
out that land. In answer to a great 
volume of prayer, God’s Spirit was 
mightily poured out. Great multitudes of 
Australians were saved. The famous 
“Glory Song” swept like a prairie fire 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

At the close of the revival meetings 
in Australia, the Chapman-Alexander 
party went on a missionary and evange- 
listic tour through China, Japan, and 
Korea. In each of those lands the Bible 
Success Band was established; and year 
after year the booklets were published 
in China, Japan, and Korea, in the lan- 
guages of the people. The missionaries 
gave the memory booklets to Christians 
in those lands who would promise to 
learn the verses day by day. Wondrous 
blessing resulted. 

Years later my mother and I returned 
to Australia and New Zealand, where 
I held meetings in the public schools 
and gave New Testaments to the pupils 
who would agree to read a chapter in 
the New Testament each day. 

While engaged in that work, I re- 
ceived a letter from Dr. Jonathan Go- 
forth, the well-known Canadian mis- 
sionary, inviting me to come to China 
to give New Testaments to Chinese sol- 
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diers. I accepted the invitation and my 
mother and I embarked for China by 
steamer, One Sunday the steamer was 
docked in Manila, in the Philippine 
Islands. On that Lord’s Day, my mother 
and I were resting in chairs on the 
steamer deck. As we sat there, my 
mother began to recite from memory the 
Bible Success Band verses for that year, 
from January 1 to about December, 
She recited them beautifully—with only 
a few mistakes—and she was then 
eighty-seven years of age! My mother’s 
life was rich with spiritual joy and 
blessing as she \saturated her soul day 
by day with the Word of God. 

In spite of two world wars, the Bible 
Success Band booklets have been pub- 
lished each year for the past fifty years. 
My wife and I, and multitudes of others, 
find great blessing in learning and re- 
viewing the verses day by day, and in 
seeking to live them out in our daily 
lives. 

For many years, THE SuNDAY ScHOOL 
Times has helped graciously in promot- 
ing the Bible Success Band Movement. 
The Editor learns the Bible verses daily. 
He says he receives rich blessing from 
this plan of memorizing God’s Word. 

Beautiful and helpful verses of Scrip- 
ture have been chosen for the year 1958, 
and we invite you to join us in learning 
these verses in this fiftieth anniversary 
year of the founding of the Bible Suc- 
cess Band. 

One of the most beautiful testimonies 
we have ever received regarding the 
blessing and value of learning verses of 
Scripture was written by the late Dr. 
W. H. Fitchett, the well-known autHor 
and editor of Melbourne, Australia. He 
often arose at five o’clock in the morn- 
ing, to memorize God’s Word. He said: 
“If every Christian—man or woman, 
boy or girl—would, as a settled plan, 
commit to memory some passage of the 
Bible every day, these would constitute 
not only an ever-growing and ever-en- 
during treasure, but an ever-multiply- 
ing spiritual force, an ever-intensifying 
and widening radiance, lighting up the 
whole life.” 

The Bible Success Band booklets, con- 
taining all the verses, printed in full, 
for the year, are sold at a low cost to 
encouragé young and old to memorize 
God’s .Word. The price of the booklet 
is 25 cents. But quantity prices to one 
address are: 5 to 50 copies at 20 cents 
each; 51 to 99 copies at 19 cents a copy; 
100 or more copies at 18 cents each. (It 
will be appreciated if something can be 
added for postage and office handling.) 

Specia] size white envelopes for your 
mailing the booklets are one cent each. 
All orders for the booklets and enve- 
lopes, with remittance, should be sent 
to George T. B. Davis, 1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia 2. (No COD’s, please!) It 
is suggested that you order the booklets 
early to avoid the Christmas 
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LESSON 6. NOVEMBER 10. CONCERNING SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
1 Corinthians 12 to 14; printed text, 12:1-13 
Golden Text.—So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.—Rom. 12:5 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Cor. 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I 
would not have you ignorant. 

2 Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these 
dumb idols, even as ye were led, 

3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speak- 
ing by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that 
no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 

4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

5 And there are differences of administrations, but the 


to another the word of knowledge by the sarhne Spirit; 

9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the 
gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 

10 To another the working of miracles; to another proph- 
ecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds 
of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 

11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, 
dividing to every man severaily as he will. 

12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and 
all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: 
so also is Christ. 


same Lord. 


6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the 


same God which worketh all in all. 


7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every 


man to profit withal. 


8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
IX times the Apostle Paul uses the 
~ phrase, “I would not have you 
ignorant,” or its equivalent. What 
are the matters with which he desires 
the saints to be conversant? 

1. He wanted the Roman Christians to 
know of his desire to come to them 
(Rom. 1:13). 

2. He wanted Gentile Christians to 
know the mystery of Israel’s blindness 
(Rom. 11:25). 

3. He wanted believers to know of 
Israel’s early experiences under Moses, 
since they were examples for us who 
are in Christ (1 Cor. 10:1)., 

4. He wanted the saints to know the 
reality and significance of spiritual gifts 
(1 Cor. 12:1). 

5. He wanted the Corinthians to know 
about his personal sufferings in the Ro- 
man province of Asia, the western 
portion of Asia Minor (2 Cor. 1:8). 

6. He wanted sorrowing Christians to 
know about the Lord’s coming for His 
people (1 Thess. 4:13). . 

Notice that two of these (1 and 5) 
are of a personal nature, although there 
is spiritual purpose in each. The fourth 
one will command our attention in the 
present lesson. 

Ignorance is no virtue in anyone, 
much less in the child of God. But in 
our pursuit of knowledge, we shall do 
well to give first place to those things 
which pertain unto life and godliness 
(2 Pet. 1:3). 


Verse by Verse 
1 Cor. 12:1.—“. . . concerning spiritual 
gifts ... not... ignorant.” 


The italics 


13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or 


free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 


the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


indicate the absence of “gifts” in the 
original, but since the spiritual things 
dealt with in the next three chapters 
are precisely “gifts,” this suggestion of 
the translators is quite acceptable, 
Verse 2.—“. . . Gentiles, carried away 
unto these dumb idols ... led.” For 
“dumb idols” see Psalm 115:4-8. The 
passive voices here impressively repre- 
sent the helpless condition of the 
heathen—carried away, led, 


Verse 3.—“. . . no man... by the 
Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed... 
Jesus is the Lord ... by the Holy 
Ghost.” Two facts are brought out 
here. The unaided sinner cannot turn 
to Jesus our Lord, but must receive the 
empowering of the Holy Spirit. Again, 
the test of what spirit is dominating 
a man is his attitude to Jesus Christ. 
There may also be a reference here to 
speaking in tongues, the test of which 
will be what is said about Christ when 
one is in the ecstatic state. 


Verse 4—“. . . diversities of gifts, but 
the same Spirit.” The word “gifts” is 
present in the text (charismata). Dif- 
ferent gifts do not signify that the Holy 
Spirit is divided! 

Verse 5.—“. . . differences of adminis- 
trations, but the same Lord.” “Differ- 
ences” is the same word in the Greek 
as “diversities” in verses 4 and 6. Al- 
ways they are differences which do not 
mean divisions. Administrations speak 
of the distribution of labor within the 
church, which is the work of the Lord, 
the Head. The word is related to “dea- 
con.” . 

Verse 6—“. . . diversities Of opera- 
tions . . . the same God which worketh 
all in all.” The operations’ are the 
works performed through the services 
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of verse 5, with the help of the gifts 
of verse 4. In this, God is over all, 
operating all things in all His people 
for His own end. 


Verse 7.—“. . . the manifestation . 
is given ... to profit withal.” The mani- 
festation of the Spirit referred to here 
bears particularly on these spiritual gifts 
(v. 4), which are not bestowed for the 


individual’s praise or glory, but for the, 


common good. 


Verse 8.—“, . . by the Spirit the word 
of wisdom .. . the word of knowledge 
..- The list of the gifts that follows 
is not exhaustive, but representative. 
The word of wisdom would be used in 
counseling, the word of knowledge in 
teaching. 


Verse 9.—“, . . faith . . . the gifts of 
healing . . .” While faith unto salva- 
tion is also a work of the Holy Spirit, 
the reference here is to an extraor- 
dinary faith (see 13:2), such as that seen 
in men like George Miiller. 
does not say, “the gift of healing,” but 
“gifts of healing.” 


Verse 10.—“... . miracles , . . prophecy 
... discerning of spirits ... tongues... 
interpretation of tongues.” “Miracles” 
here is “powers.” Prophecy is not nec- 
essarily prediction, although there may 
be an element of that in it. It is essen- 
tially a declaration of the will of God 
by direct revelation. For discerning 
of spirits see 1 John 4:1. The tongues 
and their interpretation are dealt with 
in chapter 14. 


+ 

Verse 11.—“. . . the selfsame Spirit, 
dividing to every man severally as he 
will.” Compare verse 6 and note the 
deity of the Spirit. The distribution 
of the “gifts” is a sovereign act of the 


The text. 
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Lesson for November 10 


Holy Spirit, not a matter of human 
choice. 


Verse 12.—“. . . as the body ... so 
also is Christ.” Notice that the term 
“Christ” embraces the Lord Himself 


and all who are in Him. No statement 
of Scripture more completely identifies 
the Lord and His people, 


Verse 13.—“. .. by one Spirit .. . bap- 


tized into one body .. . Jews or Gen- 
tiles . . . bond or free . . . drink into 
one Spirit.” For “Gentiles” read 


“Greeks,” although the Greeks doubt- 
less are made here to represent the 
whole Gentile world. Believers, what- 
ever their race, social rank, or any other 
difference, are alike made part of the 
body by the operation of the Holy 
Spirit. For “into one Spirit” read sim- 
ply “one Spirit’ and compare John 
7:37-39. Possessing the Holy Spirit 
makes us one, despite our differences in 
background, temperament, and such 
like. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The distinctive feature of the Chris- 
tian “religion” is that it is an operation 
of God, not of man. Other religions may 
tell man what to do, but Christianity is 
arecord of what God does for men who 
are helpless. And the divine agent in 
this divine operation is the Holy Spirit. 

Paul reminds the Corinthians of their 
former helplessness (v. 2), and then 
lays down this principle, that a Chris- 
tian is a man who has been wrought 
upon by the Holy Spirit, and the test 
of this work of the Spirit is the man’s 
attitude to Jesus Christ. So anything 
which professes to be of the Holy Spirit 
must bear this mark—it will exalt Christ 
and establish His lordship (v. 3). The 
gifts of the Spirit will bear this mark. 


Gifts are for use in the various minis- 
tries of the church, and these in turn 
are for the purpose of promoting the 
operations of God. The gifts, the min- 
istries, and the divine werks are varied, 
but they are one in character, purpose, 
and end, as God is one (vs. 4-6). These 
gifts, which in their exercise manifest 
the presence and power of the Holy 
Spirit, are not bestowed with intention 
to magnify any individual in the church, 
or to put him on a pedestal above his 
brethren, but for the common good of 
the church (v. 7). If they are used to 
any other end, they are being prosti- 
tuted, and the jealousy of the Spirit 
will be manifested in disciplinary ac- 
tion. 

Some of the gifts are listed for us 
here, doubtless those which were more 
in evidence in the Corinthian church. 
The nine given in this list are: wisdom, 
knowledge, faith, healings, miracles, 
Prophecy, discerning of spirits, tongues, 
interpretation. These are certainly dif- 
ferent from edch other, but must not 
be allowed to cause divisions. The mem- 
bers of the body have different func- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. November 3.—The Spirit of Chris- 
RR Te 1 Corinthians 11 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. November 17.—The Resurrection 
and Our Faith .. 1 Corinthians 15 








tions. The hand reaches for the food 
and carries it to the mouth. The teeth 
chew it. The throat swallows it. The 
stomach digests it. The blood carries 
it to all parts of the body for the build- 
ing of every part. Does the hand cut 
itself off from the stomach because it 
has a different gift? No! There is a 
common principle of life dominating 
the whole process and binding all the 
parts together in the unity of the body. 
So it is in Christ. Whatever be our 
natural differences, racial or social, we 
have been so placed into Christ by the 
Holy Spirit that we constitute one body 
with Christ, and the same Holy Spirit 
flows through every part as the unifying 
“principle” of life (no denial of His 
personality!). Therefore, as He places 
us in Christ, He bestows such gifts as 
are necessary for us to function as mem- 
bers of the body for the building up of 
the whole, and He empowers and en- 
ergizes us to function as members of 
the body, and to exercise the gifts which 
He has sovereignly bestowed. 

If these truths were kept in mind, 
there would be a more spiritual atti- 
tude toward the spiritual gifts, and less 
carnal manifestation in the exercise of 
what are sometimes mistakenly called 
gifts when they are but the whipping 
up of the flesh. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW often does Paul use the phrase, 
“I would not have you ignorant”? 


2. In what connection does he use this 
‘phrase in our lesson? 


3. What test does Paul lay down for 
whatever professes to be of the Spirit 
of God? 


4. What alternative is presented to us 
concerning our attitude to Jesus? 


5. What proof of the deity of the Holy 
Spirit is found in our lesson? 


6. How would you explain the phrase 
“all in all” in verse 6? 


7. What “profit” is referred to in verse 
7? 


8. Where else do we find a list of the 
gifts? 


9. Whose will is sovereign in the be- 
stowal of the gifts? 


10. By what figure does Paul present 
the unity of Christ and all believers? 


( Answers on page 837) 
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Outline of the Lesson 

1. The test of spiritual gifts (1 Cor, 
12: 1-3) 

2. The purpose of spiritual gifts (vs, 4-7) 


3. The variety of spiritual gifts (vs. 
8-10) 

4. The operation of spiritual gifts (vs. 
11-13) 


Topics for Development 
Effects of Spiritual Gifts 

1. Spiritual gifts magnify the Lord 
Jesus (v. 3). 

2. Spiritual gifts make for spiritual 
unity (v. 4). , 

3. Spiritual gifts promote the welfare 
of the whole church (v. 7). 

4. Spiritual gifts manifest the sov- 
ereignty of the Holy Spirit (v. 11). 

5. Spiritual gifts provide for the 
proper functioning of all members of 
the body (vs. 12-14). 

Prepositions. Three prepositions are 
used to present the work of the Holy 
Spirit with respect to the gifts. The 
word of wisdom is said to be given 
“through” (dia) the Spirit. That is, He 
is the agent, mediating to us these sev- 
eral gifts from God. The word of 
knowledge is given “according to” 
(kata) the Spirit. The preposition kata 
means primarily “down.” The bestowal 
of gifts is in the control of the Holy 
Spirit. None are bestowed without 
Him. Faith and healings are given “in” 
(en) the Spirit. That is, the Holy Spirit 
is the sphere in which the gifts are be- 
stowed. If we walk “in the Spirit,” we 
shall know His gifts. All these prep- 
ositions are translated “by,” and of 
course the causal idea is present in them 
all, but the fine distinctions are inter- 
esting. 

Alternatives. In the Westcott and Hort 


Greek text, there are two balanced 
phrases printed in large capitals. Liter- 
ally translated they would read, 


ANATHEMA JESUS, and LORD JESUS 
(v. 3). The word “anathema” is here 
used in its secondary sense of cursed. 
These are the two alternatives. To 
every one of us Jesus is either Lord or 
cursed. Any opinion or view or attitude 
we hold toward Christ which robs Him 
of that true deity which is implicit in 
the term “Lord” as used here is tanta- 
mount to a curse. Any doctrine, sys- 
tem, or school of thought which thus di- 
minishes the glory of Christ marks itself 
as not being of the Holy Spirit. On the 
other hand, it requires an operation of 
the Holy Spirit in the soul to enable us 
to acclaim Jesus Lord in this high sense 
and with its demands on our allegiance 
and obedience. If we do not yet know 
the work of the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts, Jesus is still to us anathema. 
If the Holy Spirit has renewed us, Jesus 
is to us Lord. 


Practical Applications 


There is no excuse for ignorance in 
matters revealed in the Word of God. 
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Search the Scriptures, and know (v. 1). 
It is good to remember what we were 

by nature, so that we shall not be puffed 

up over what we are by grace (v. 2). 

What is Jesus to you—accursed, or 
Lord? There is no middle ground 
(v. 3). 

If you have gifts, use them in ministry 
in line with the operations of God (vs. 
4-6). 

Neither despise nor covet another’s 
gifts, and neither neglect nor boast of 
your own. 

See that your gift is used for the wel- 
fare of the whole body, and not to pro- 
mote your own gain (vs, 7, 12, 13). 


Golden Text 

Rom. 12:5.—“So we, being many, are 
one body in Christ, and every one mem- 
bers One of another.” We are both 
members of Christ end members one 
of another. Our common relation to 
Christ binds us to each other. It is 
futile to swear our allegiance to Christ 
if we show no loyalty to each other. 
Our care one for the other as fellow 
believers is a good test of the reality 
of our relation to Christ, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTtep HyMNsS 
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 
“Hark! the Voice of Jesus Calling” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
for Thy Church and for all that its in- 
fluence has meant for good to us. We 
praise Thee for Christians whose lives 
inspire, bless, and help us. Guide each 
of us to our own place in Thy service, 
and use and bless us as we have been 
blessed by others. Open the truth of 
this lesson to us and help us to heed its 
teaching. Forgive our sins and make 
us more faithful. Give wisdom and 


guidance to the leaders of the nations- 


today that they may promote justice 
and peace and encourage the spread 
of the Gospel in all the earth. Comfort 
sad and lonely ones. MHeal the sick, 
where it is best. Turn the unsaved to 
the Saviour; and may Thy Kingdom 
come according to Thy promise, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Did you ever think 
what an assortment of people it takes 
to make a church and what a variety 
of work they do together? There is the 
pastor, the Sunday schoo] superintend- 
ent, the secretaries, treasurers, teachers. 
There are people with musical gifts, 
people with organizing ability, people 
who keep the building and grounds 
clean and tidy, people helpful in the 
business side of things, people with a 
way of inspiring others to work, and 
people with a gift for visiting and bring- 
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ing cheer and fresh hope to the tried 
and troubled. But all these people— 
different as they are from one another 
—are one as believers in the Saviour. 
They all love, trust, and serve Him, and 
that makes them one unjted body, 
Paul likens this to the human body 
which is both one and many. “As the 
body is one,” he says, “and hath many 
members . , . so also is Christ”—that is, 
the body of Christ, the Church. The 
parts of the human body differ much in 
appearance and purpose, but each part 
has its place and its work to do for the 
good of the whole body. Just so, Chris- 
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tians differ in their gifts and abilities, 
but each has a place to fill and a work 
to do for the good of the whole body 
of believers. All this shows us three 
things: 

1. We are all important to God, for 
He has designed each Christian to fill 
a special place in His Church and its 
work. 

2. Each Christian has both something 
to give to and also something to receive 
from other Christians. 

3. The most gifted and capable Chris- 
tians have received their gifts and abil- 
ities from God and should never get 
conceited, 

So then, once you have been saved, 
give yourself to Christ and His people 
to work harmoniously with them at 
what you are most fitted to do for your 
Lord. 

CaLcGaRY, ALTA., CAN. 


“ 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 
“Ye were ... carried away unto these 


dumb idols...” (1 Cor, 12:2).—It may ® 


have been very humiliating, but never- 
theless most helpful for the Corinthian 
believers to be reminded by the apostle 
that they had been pagans, and in sub- 
jection to evil spiritual forces, 

They now were aware that the irre- 
sistible, compelling power which drove 
them to worship dumb idols came from 
Satan. For Paul had informed them 
that the sacrifices which pagans offer, 
they sacrifice to demons and not to 
God (10:20). Satan masterminds the 
entire system of idolatry. 

There were many pagan soothsayers 
and priests in Corinth who boasted of in- 
spiration and supernatural powers; 
hence the Christians must be given the 
secret of distinguishing between the 
utterances and actions of the Holy 
Spirit, and those of Satan. 

In the Dawn magazine (Mar., 1953), 
I read of an orthodox Jew who became 
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so deeply interested in spiritism that he 
Was soon made a medium, and even a 
minister of the cult. He was used in 
deep trance for the healing of bodies, 
for exhortations, and other practices, 

One day he stepped into a mission 
hall where he heard a message against 
spiritism. After the service he argued 
for hours with the minister but went 
away feeling the minister might be 
right. Within weeks of that experi- 
ence he came into a definite knowledge 
of salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 

Unfortunately, he knew virtually 
nothing of the teaching of the Word 
regarding the Holy Spirit. He thought 
that “good” spirits from the spirit world 
would now work closely with him. But 
to his surprise they stayed away com- 
pletely. The only time the spirits came 
to him after this was when they wanted 
to hinder his giving testimony to the 
Lord Jesus. By assiduously studying 
the Scriptures, he became convinced 
that the spirits were not of God. By 
the Word of God and prayer he was 
completely delivered from them, 

How that converted Jew would have 
appreciated the divinely inspired words 
of the Apostle Paul as given in this les- 
son, had some thoughtful person called 
his attention to them! 


“ . . Jesus accursed ... Jesus is the 
Lord .. .” (1 Cor. 12:3).—Dr. Charles 
R. Erdman says: “‘Jesus is accursed’ 


and ‘Jesus is Lord’ were the two con- ' 


tending cries of unbelief and of faith, 
the two infallible signs of a spirit of 
evil and the Spirit of God. The for- 
mer cry might have been uttered by 
some frenzied enemy of the cross who 
had intruded into the assembly of 
Christians; but whatever his wild ec- 
stasy and alleged possession, he could 
not have been an agent of the Holy 
Spirit. On the other hand, the hum- 
blest Christian, however obscure his sta- 
tion and commonplace his gift, was a 
veritable instrument: of the Spirit of 
God if he could humbly but sincerely 
say, ‘Jesus is my Lord.’” 

Happy is everyone who can with the 
spirit and the understanding sing the 
words of the unknown poet: 

Mine by covenant, mine forever, 

Mine by oath, and mine by blood, 

Mine—nor time the bond shall sever, 

Mine as an unchanging God. 
My Redeemer, 
Oh, how sweet to call Thee mine! 


“Now there are diversities of gifts... 
of administrations .. . of operations...” 
(1 Cor, 12:4-6).—The Corinthians were’ 
aware that among the pagans each spirit 
had a special forte. For example, one 
was a spirit .f healing, another the 
spirit of prophecy, and the like. Now 
the apostle reveals to them that among 
Christians all the gifts are given by one 
Spirit—the Holy Spirit of God. 

There is diversity. Gifts are con- 
nected with Spirit (v. 4), administra- 
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Lesson for November 10 


tions with the Lord (v. 5), and opera- 
tions with God (v. 6). In verses 8 
through 10, the gifts of the Spirit are 
enumerated. 

“It may seem to our mind peculiar,” 
says J. R. Caldwell, “that the gift of 
wisdom should be given to one, and the 
gift of knowledge to another. We would 
have probably bestowed both gifts on 
the same person!, But this is not God’s 
idea. His way is to bestow a little gift 
upon one and a little upon another, thus 
binding the members together in mutual 
dependence and helpfulness.” 


“ .. all the members... being many 
are one body .. .” (1 Cor. 12:12).—The 
Golden Text connected with this lesson 
expresses the same thought: “So we, 
being many, are one body in Christ, 
and every one members one of another” 
(Rom, 12:5). 

Ralph Waldo Emerson teaches the les- 
son that everything is needed in its own 
place, in this quaint bit of verse: 

The mountain and the squirrel had a 

quarrel, 

And the former called the latter, “Little 

prig”; 

Bun replied, “You are doubtless very big, 

But all sorts of things and weather 

Must be taken in together, to make up a 

year and a sphere. 

And I think it’s no disgrace to occupy 

my place. 

If I'm not so large as you, you are not 

so small as I, 

And not half so spry. 


Tll not deny you make a very pretty 
squirrel track. 

Talents differ; all is well and wisely put; 

If I cannot carry forests on my back, 

Neither can you crack a nut.” 


Wawona, CALIF, 
3 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, one of the most mar- 

velous facts of the created world 
is its infinite variety, which is as limit- 
less as space itself. For instance, think 
of insects—a comparatively insignificant 
segment of the world’s life. Entomolo- 
gists have never been able even ‘to esti- 
mate how many different kinds of in- 
sects are in existence. Something like 
520,000 species have been discovered, 
described, and catalogued; but scien- 
tists who have made a study of this 
little form of life confidently estimate 
more than ten million varieties will yet 
be listed. Then think of animals, fowls, 
birds, fish, trees, shrubberies, flowers, 
Soils, streams, oceans, stars, and planets 
—each a world within itself with count- 
less variations. Finally, think of man, 
whom the Creator made in His own 
image and placed here in charge of it 
all. Think seriously along this line, and 
the more you learn the more you will 
wonder over the greatness, the power, 
and the wisdom of God; the more ear- 
nestly you will try to know His plan 
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for your own life and to have Him in 
the center of it—you in the center of 
God’s will 

Paul, in this 12th chapter of First 
Corinthians is naming some of the spir- 
itual varieties of Christians—each hav- 
ing different capacities, talents, and abil- 
ities for ‘Christian service, Remember, 
these qualities were “built in” by the 
Creator when the individual was born. 
Paul only gives a few samples. There 
are millions of others; no two are ex- 
actly alike. This infinite variety ex- 
tends into other qualities, physical, 
mental, and spiritual—also variety in 
environment. What a supernatural, 
Master Mind has our Creator! Not only 
in planning and creating but in instant 
and constant supervision over all His 
works! One Great Spirit over all and 
governing all. Our little finite intelli- 
gence can only grasp the fringes of this 
marvelous truth—but 'we can gasp and 
grasp! 

Think of the wisdom in this variety. 
Take a baseball team as a partial illus- 
tration. Suppose all nine were pitchers 
only; no catchers, no fielders, no bats- 
men, no base runners. Can’t you see 
Casey squirming in the dugout? One 
home run, or even one base hit, could 
determine defeat for the all-pitcher 
team. No, the pitcher cannot say to 
the shortstop, “I have no use for you”; 
nor the catcher to the second baseman, 
“I have no use for you.” The variety 
in the abilities of the teammates makes 
for the success of the team. “All things 
work together for good to them that 
love God” (Rom, 8:28), for those who 
love God also love their teammates, and 
that means co-operation and success, 

But here is the best of all. One and 
the same Spirit (the Holy Spirit) is 
over and in and through all. The same 
Source of power and wisdom that was 
in Daniel is here for you; He is right 
at your elbow and wants to work in 
you; the same who called out Abraham, 
and directed Moses and Joseph and 
Joshua and Paul. They were all quite 
different, but the same Spirit animated 
them and guided their courses. 

So take a look at your “variety,” your 
special qualification. As the Lord said 
to Moses, “What is that in thine hand?” 
(Exod, 4:2.) It was nothing but a 
shepherd’s staff, but the Lord told him 
to take it and use it for Him. Moses 
thought he had no quality which the 
Lord could use, but he took that rod 
and with it brought proud Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt, down upon his face, di- 
vided the waters of the Red Sea, and 
led Israel out of their 400 years’ cap- 
tivity. Nobody else in all the world’s 
history did so great an achievement 
with so weak and small a tool! The 
Holy Spirit was the power that did it. 

Like Moses, you may think you have 
very little, if anything at all, “in thine 
hand,” but you do have something, De- 
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pend upon it, the Lord would not turn 
you loose upon the highway of life with- 
out something in your hand with which 
you can serve Him. It may be a very 
small talent, possibly not yet discov- 
ered by you, but it is there. It may 
not be like what some other fellows 
have; of course not, there’s where the 
“variety” comes in,.and you are not 
exactly like anybody else in all the 
world. Thank the Lord for that, be- 
cause it is the means by which He de- 
signs to use you for His glory—maybe 
gloriously. That boy on the sand lot, 
playing baseball in Charlotte, hoping he 
might some day play in a big- League, 
did not dream that he had something 
God would use in drawing nearly two 
million people to Madison Square Gar- 
den and be used to bring more than 
a hundred thousand souls to a decision’ 
for Christ in the Garden and across the 
world. 


Look in your hand, fellows; it may 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
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seem a small thing, but it is something 
different, and God has marked it in His 
blueprint for your life and for His glory. 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


NN, please lead us in the song, “Our 

Parents.” Now, Sandra will tell 
Part 2 of “The Girl Who Walked a 
Thousand Miles.” Who will tell the 
story, “Naughty Nina” two weeks from 
today? Thank you, Joanie. 

Last Sunday’s lesson was on worship. 
Today our lesson is about service, which 
rightly follows worship. When we 
think of Christ and all He has done for 
us, we want to do something for Him. 
Who remembers Ephesians 2:10? We 
learned it when we memorized the card 
on “The Creation.” So God has plan- 
ned good works for us to do, and has 
given us the ability we need in order 
to do them. 

Now let us read 1 Corinthians 12:1-3. 
The Corinthians had all been idol wor- 
shipers before they got saved. So be- 
fore Paul tells them about spiritual 
gifts, he reminds them that Christ is 
the foundation of our faith. If a per- 
son has received Christ as Saviour, he 
is on the foundation and is indwelt by 
the Holy Spirit. If he has not, he is 
not indwelt by the Holy Spirit and so 
cannot serve the Lord. 

Next we will read vefses 4-6. Here 
are three contrasts: different gifts but 
the same Spirit, different jobs but the 
same Lord, different ways of working 
but the same God. Each Christian is 
given by the Spirit the particular gift 
he needs in order to do the work the 


.Lord has assigned to him. And each 


needs God’s guidance, as to the meth- 
ods he should use. We can learn 
much from studying the methods others 
have used, but God does not lead 
everyone to do things in exactly the 
same way. For instance, I know a 
newly saved lady who was so anxious 
for her husband to find Christ that she 
would not let him go home from church 
that night till he was saved, too! I be- 
lieve she was guided by the Lord, be- 
cause after that they came to church 
together every Sunday, happy that their 
baby boy would now have a Christian 
home. But God does not guide every- 
one to do the same thing. .In another 
case such insistence might drive the 
husband further from Christ. What- 
ever way He leads, His servant should 
follow. 

Note particularly verse 7. Every gift 
of. the Holy Spirit is to profit, not for 
display. It is for the profit of the one 


who receives it, and for the good of 
the church where he serves, 

As we read verses 8-10 let us list the 
gifts mentioned: wisdom, 


knowledge, 
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faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, dis- 
cernment, tongues, interpretations. 

Verse 11 re-emphasizes that these are 
all given by the same Spirit. If all 
Christians would use their gifts in the 
place God wants them to be, and in the 
way God desires, there would be per- 
fect harmony among all the workers 
at all times. Read verse 12. Just as 
the members of our physical bodies 
work in perfect harmony, so believers 
should serve, directed by Christ, the 
great head of the Church. 

A friend once said to me, “Have you 
ever sought the baptism of the Spirit?” 
I said, “No, I have not, because I have 
already been baptized by the Spirit into 
the body of Christ.” Read verse 13 to 
see if that was Scriptural, (Yes.) It 
does not say here that we are to seek 
the baptism of the Spirit. It says, “For 
by one Spirit are we all baptized into 
one body, ... and have been all made 
to drink into one Spirit.” The bap- 
tism of the Spirit is what unites be- 
lievers to one another and to Christ. 
It takes’ place the moment we receive 
Christ as Saviour, though at the time 
we may not know it. 

Now how can we find out what part 
of the work of the church God wants 
us to do? Im any case we will need 
wisdom. Read James 1:5 to see how 
to get that. Some of you have the gift 
of knowledge, because God has given 
you good memories and has placed you 
in a Sunday school where the Bible is 
taught. At present you should be in- 
creasing in wisdom and knowledge so 
as to be ready for whatever job the 
Lord gives you. Your faith will in- 
crease, too, as you get answers to your 
prayers and continue studying God's 
Word. I will be happy if the Lord by 
and by has each of you teach a Sunday 
school class. In the meantime you can 
be like a lady of whom I heard. Some- 
one asked her what was her service 
for the Lord? She replied, “I smile 
people into the church and I smile them 
out.” Her friendly attitude was indeed 
a help to her church. I do not know 
what good works God has for each of 
us to do. But He will reveal them to 
us at the right time, if we are willing 
and obedient, 


During this quarter and the next we will use 
the Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct 
Toward Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “‘The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 





Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1, 
postpaid. 
FERNDALE, WASH. 


bd 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


October 26, 1957 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Best Gifts (1 Cor. 12:4-6, 28) 


URNISH each child an opportunity 

to use a talent: One who has a print- 
ing set to prepare the Memory Verse 
on a poster: “Follow after love;\yet 
desire éarnestly spiritual gifts” (1 Cor. 
14:1, A.S.V.). A solo or duet about love 
or service. A good writer to put on 
the blackboard: “There are different 
kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
There are different kinds of work, and 
yet the same Lord. There are different 
kinds of results, but the same God who 
does it all in each one.” The tall boy 
to reach down some needed article. The 
artistic member to draw a gift box on 
a half sheet of construction paper and 
color a contrasting ribbon and bow on 
it. Other members, using this cutout 
as a pattern, to prepare seven other gift 
boxes of various colors. A good reader 
to read 1 Corinthjans 13:4-7, substitut- 
ing “love” for “charity.” 

Hold up one of the completed gift 
boxes. When you receive’ a box like 
this with a real gift inside, you expect 
to get a gift just for you, don’t you? 
Skates, perhaps! Oh, of course, you 
may share the skates a little, but you 
call them all yours! When God gives 
His gifts to people, it is just the other 
way! The gift is not for you, but for 
others! 

Here are some of the gifts that the 
Holy Spirit gave the church at Corinth. 
On one of the boxes write the word 
“Apostles,” and discuss its meaning. 
The apostles help us now by their writ- 
ing. Continue naming other gifts on 
other boxes. “Preachers” (prophets) 
are those who have a message from God 
for others. “Teachers.” [Had you 
thought of your work as a gift of God’s 
Spirit?] “Miracles” and “Gifts of cur- 
ing the sick” are not common now, but 
doctors and nurses still do God’s work. 
“Giving help to those in need,” whether 
by money or service, is still part of 
God's work. “Officers”—name the ones 
in your church and their responsibil- 
ities. “Different kinds .of languages” 
are needed in some cities now, but it 
is no longer a miracle gift. 

Who was the best, the most spiritual 
Christian: the preacher, the helper, or 
the pray-er in a strange language? Paul 
answered that question in his Letter. 
You can read the answer from the 
blackboard. 

Do the gifts, then, make one person 
a better Christian than another? No. 
What are the gifts for? To get the Lord’s 
work done. Who gives the gifts? Who 
does it all in us? Then what right has 
anyone to brag about what he can do, 
or how good a Christian he is! Paul 
said ‘the church is like the human body. 
(Summarize 1 Cor, 12: 12-27.) 

Love is the very best thing. Listen! 
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(1 Cor. 13:4-7.) Look! (Memory Verse 
poster.) What are the best gifts? Look 
in your Bibles (1 Cor. 12:28) and ar- 
range the gifts (gift boxes) in the order 
of importance, 

We have different gifts that were 
born in us or have been given since, 
(Comment on contribution of each in- 
dividual to the class.) When you be- 
come a Christian, the Holy Spirit gives 
you a spirit gift, too, besides the gifts 
of body and mind, especially love. So 
many people need your love! Not just 
words but deeds! God may be getting 
you ready for His gift of being a 
preacher or a teacher or a doctor or a 
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making a presentation speech, giving 
the gifts to the pastor for him to send 
to the home missionaries. But me? 
What am I doing? I am to do the pray- 
ing, thanking God for the things that 
have been given and asking Him to 
bless them as they go to the mission- 
aries for their use. Imagine that! Just 
praying. Anybody -could do _ that!” 


Sandy turned on his heel and started 


out of the room. 
“Whoops, my boy, hold everything!” 
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his father commanded. “Come here and 
sit down.” He picked up his Bible and 
sat alongside of his little boy. “In the 
first place let'me say this: I think it is 
a very nice honor to be invited to have 
any part at all in the special Thanks- 
giving Day-Christmas service. I am 
sure that there must be several boys 
and girls who have not been asked to 
do anything special at all. And I feel 
quite sure that they are not pouting 
about it. But let’s see now. Why do 

















































church officer. School is very impor- tf 
tant. Paul and other Bible teachers 
: have these messages especially for the 
Lord’s children: Come to the Lord e 
(Mark 10:13, 14; 2 Tim. 3:15; 1 John 
2:12, 13c). Be obedient (Eph. 6:1-3; 
5 Col, 3:20). ‘Grow in all ways, like Jesus 
; (Luke 2:40, 52; Eph. 4:14, 15). Do work 
. well, like Miriam (Exod, 2:2-10; Prov. 
10:5; 20:11). Take correction and be- TO YOUR CHURCH 
have (Prov. 13:1; 23:22-25; 29:15; Eccles. te 
' 4:13; Titus 1:6). Listen for God’s voice, And So Easy with 
> like Samuel and Timothy (1 Sam. 3:1- 2 
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you suppose you were not asked to play 
a trumpet?” 

“’Cause I don’t know how to play 
one,” Sandy whispered. “And because 
I was out sick for three Sundays, I don’t 
know all the Scripture verses.” 

“While the Lord has not given you 
a great singing voice, He has helped 
you to be able to pray aloud. And 
that, it seems to me, is a very impor- 
tant thing to do. Think of it! You, 
because of your faith and trust in the 
dear Son of God, can go right into God’s 
presence and talk to Him. To be able 
to do it in public is a very wonderful 
thing. Many people cannot pray aloud 
—especially at a public meeting. 

“Look here in God’s Word.” Sandy’s 
father turned to 1 Corinthians 12:4-6. 
“God the Spirit gives absolutely every 
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child of His certain gifts. There are 
many different kinds of gifts. God 
makes some to be able to sing. Others 
He causes to be able to speak. Some, 
by His Spirit, are enabled to pray pub- 
licly. Each one has his own gift, given 
by God’s Spirit (v. 4). Through God’s 
Son, the Lord Jesus, Christians use 
their gifts in various ways to serve 
Him. It is God the Father, of course, 
who causes us to use the gifts which 
His Spirit has given. There can be 
no jealousy when we thank God for 
whatever gift He has given us. We 
must trust that He knows which gift 
is best for us—which gift we will use 
best for Him. The person who seems 
to have the greatest and best gifts dares 
not be proud. He, too, must realize 
that the only reason he has those gifts 
is so that he can use them to serve 
God and bring honor to Him. 

“We cannot all have the best gifts. 
It is possible, however, that if we are 
truly humble and will pray and ask 
God to give us other gifts He will do 
so—only, of course, if He knows we 
will use those gifts for Him. In the 
meantime, Son, I would be very thank- 
ful if I were you that God had given 
me the gift of praying publicly. And 
I would de my best to bring honor to 
Him through that.” 

And Sandy did! ’ 

LANCASTER, Pa, 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


One Family—So we, being many, 
are one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another (Rom. 12:5, 
Golden Text). A practical demonstra- 
tion of that unity occurred in a certain 
section of China where some mission- 
aries had been laboring. One man came 


often to the services and seemed con-. 


victed of the Holy Spirit. One day he 
openly confessed that he was a believer 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and could no 
longer worship his ancestors in the 
usual manner. It was just at the New 
Year time when this occurred, at which 
time he was supposed to perform the 
usual rites of burning paper and incense 
to the ancestors. When he refused, the 
decision was given out by the head of 
his clan that unless he recanted within 
fifteen days, he would be beaten with 
1,000 stripes. (They would have been 
permitted to wreak this vengeance upon 
one of their own clan.) As the fifteenth 
day drew near another native Chris- 
tian went to visit the head of the clan. 
He said in substance: “You don’t un- 
derstand this Christian religion. When 
a man believes in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
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God is his Father, and every other be- 
liever is his brother or sister. We are 
one family. And I could not see my 
brother beaten and stand idly by. What 
all we Christians propose to do is this: 
If you insist on carrying out your sen- 
tence, all of us in the country around 
who are brothers and sisters are going 
to come and share those stripes with 
him!” The parley went on all night. 
The head of the clan knew there would 
be trouble if members of another clan 
were beaten by them; so he finally sent 
apologies, saying that they did not un- 
derstand the Christian religion or such 
a verdict would never have been passed. 
The unity of the Christians proved 
greater than the heathen powers, and 
the Lord was glorified—From Tom M. 
Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
| # 


Possession Without Utilization—Now 
concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I 
would not have you ignorant (1 Cor. 
12:1). An old Oklahoma farmer tilled 
his soil to eke out a meager living. He 
left the land to his sons, who likewise 
toiled long and hard to survive, Finally 
they sold the farm for a paltry sum. 
The purchaser drilled for oi] and be- 
came immediately wealthy, The farmers 
had had the wealth but were ignorant 
of it. They possessed the oil but did 
not utilize it. Oh, beloved, let us use 
our wealth that we have in Christ!— 
From Our Hope. Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Even As Ye Were.—Ye know that ye 
were Gentiles, carried away unto these 
dumb idols, even as ye were led (1 Cor. 
12:2). British Christians ought to recol- 
lect that their ancestors were blind 
idolatcrs, serving them that by nature 
are no gods. “In Scotland stood the tem- 
ple of Mars; in Cornwall, the temple 
of Mercury; in Bangor, the temple of 
Minerva; at Maldan, the temple of Vic- 
toria; in Bath, the temple of Apollo; at 
Leicester, the temple of Janus; at York, 
where St. Peter’s now stands, the ,tem- 
ple of Bellona; in Londofi, on the site 
of St. Paul’s Cathedral, the temple of 
Diana; and at Westminster, where the 
Abbey rears its venerable pile, the 
temple of Apollo.” Through the mercy 
of God our country is now blessed with 
thousands of Christian churches and 
multitudes of Gospel ministers. The 
land is full of Bibles; and British Chris- 
tians sensible of their privileges are en- 
gaged in diffusing the light of divine 
truth among the benighted nations.— 
From the Biblical Museum. Sent by 
the Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, 
Trichinoply, S. India. 


Where God Has Planned for Us.— 
There are diversities of gifts, but the 
same spirit (1 Cor.-12:4). In Our Hope 
Joseph Parker is reported to have said: 
“There are no loose stones in God's 
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quarry.” He forms every stone that is 
to fit into His holy spiritual house, and 
then He places it where it ought to be. 
Why, then, should a stone that is fash- 
ioned for a corner complain that it is 
not placed on a pinnacle? Or why 
should a stone that had been quarried 
to be used on the face of the facade 
wish to be a part of the foundation? 
Neither should a Christian covet any 
other place in the temple than the spe- 
cific place for which God hds Wesigned 
him.’ Unto each of His own, God the 
Spirit has bestowed some gift and some 
ministry. We need to discover them 
and allow ourselves to be used exactly 
how and where God has planned it for 
us. Let Him manifest Himself in us 
as He will—From the Bible and the 
News. Sent by Mrs. E. Levengood, 
Dayton, Tenn. 


With Father’s Means and Help.—But 
the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to every man to profit withal (1 Cor. 12: 
7). When I was a boy of twelve, my 
father came to me, and pointing to a 
small triangular-shaped field of young 
cotton near our house, he said, “I’m 
giving you that patch of cotton. You 
work it out, and when the cotton is 
sold all the money will be yours.” From 
then on that little field of cotton, less 
than an acre, held an entirely new in- 
terest for me. I proudly pointed it out 
to neighbor boys as mine, and Father 
always confirmed my claim, Of course 
I knew that when he said, “You work 
it out,” that he meant I was to see 
to it that the weeds and grass were 
kept out, and however much I was ex- 
pected to work in other fields on the 
farm, I was especially responsible for 
this one. I remember having some mis- 
givings later about my faithfulness in 
the matter, but I never doubted that 
Father would do exactly as he said he 
would. .. . When my father told me 
to work it out, I knew that he would 
supply the means. I was just a bare- 
foot twelve-year-old boy with no tools 
to work with and no means of obtaining 
them. I knew that it was my father’s 
hoe with which I would cut the weeds, 
Father’s cultivator and horses with 
which I would plow the ground. It 
was Father’s wagon with which the 
cotton would be hauled to the gin. Be- 
sides that, I knew that Father, himself, 
would help me. If he loved me enough 
to give it to me, he certainly would not 
withhold anything that was needed to 
care for it—From Leroy Yowell, in 
Word and Work. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Axtell, Kans, 


God’s “Large Place” for You.—But all 
these worketh that one and the self- 
same Spirit, dividing to every man sev- 
erally as he will (1 Cor. 12:11). When 
a famous preacher arises, swaying the 
crowds, one by-product is that some of 
his contemporaries begin to imagine 
that they must be out of God’s will or 
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not filled with the Spirit because they 
are not achieving similar results. But 
God is sovereign. He chooses men for 
special tasks, and if one hits the head- 
lines, that is no reflection on the host 
of unknowns. The Spirit divideth sevV- 
erally as He will. A country preacher 
ministering to two hundred people may 
be as Spirit-filled to his capacity as 
was Moody. Moody had around ‘him 
many lesser lights who helped him in 


his work, who filled their orbits as well 


as he filled his. And what would the 
“big” preacher do without the help of 
the “small fry”? Seek neither more nor 
less than God’s will for you. Do not 
compare yourself with men above or 
below you in station, lest you become 
depressed or exalted. Simply find His 
place for you and happily serve Him 
there. Anywhere He puts you is a 
“large place”!—From “Day by Day,” by 
Vance Havner. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Jan- 
zen, Hillsboro, Kans. Prize illustration. 


No Stars.—For as the body is one, and 
hath many members, and all the mem- 
bers of that one body, being many, are 
one body ... (1 Cor. 12:12). It is re- 
lated that when a famous but highly 
temperamental soprano soloist was re- 
hearsing to sing, Toscanini, the con- 
ductor, painstakingly gave her instruc- 
tions, just as he gave them to members 
of his orchestra. This proved too much 
for the vanity of the famous lady, and 
she broke out with, “I am the star of 
this performance.” To, this Toscanini 
quietly answered, “Madame, in this per- 
formance there are no stars.” He knew 
that unless the soloist members of the 
chorus, and the orchestra were ready 
and willing to work together in perfect 
harmony, there could be no perform- 
ance worth hearing. Unity of thought 
and movement in any effort are highly 
essential to success. Nowhere is this 
more true than in Christian work. We 
need good leadership, but there can be 
no real advance if everyone desires 
solo parts.—From C. S., in Choice Glean- 
ings Calendar. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 831) 

1. Six times. (For references see 
Approach.) 

2. In connection with spiritual gifts 
(1 Cor, 12:1). 

3. Whatever does not magnify Christ 
is not of the Spirit; whatever does mag- 
nify Christ is of the Spirit (v. 3). 

4. He is either anathema or Lord (v. 
3). 

5. A comparison of verses 6 and 11 
reveals an identity of God (v. 6) and 


the Spirit (v. 11). What is ascribed to 
God is ascribed to the Spirit, 


6. God works al] things in all people. 
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7. The common good, not the gain of 
the individual who possesses the gift. 


8. Verse 28. 
9. The will of the Holy Spirit (v. 11). 
10. The body (vs. 12, 13). 


ELMuukstT, ILL. 
ve 


Others’ Joy Cures Heartache 
(Continued from second page) 


“spend and be spent” for others in need, 
we shall prove how soon this will alle- 
viate our own heart’s sorrow. 

When loved ones leave us to travel 
in a far country, and then send back 
glowing reports of joy and gladness in 
visiting among relatives, even though 
we feel their absence keenly, we rejoice 
in their rejoicing. Of course, we look 
eagerly for their return. 

When a loved one dies, and we are 





DID WISE MEN VISIT BETHLEHEM? 
TRUTH versus TRADITION 
Illustrated Christmas brochure, with mailing envelope, 


25 cents, coin. 
H. J. DANCE, 137 Euclid Ave. New Castle, Pa. 








NOW-—the new SLENCIL 


The wafer thin Pencil with Book Clip, for BIBLE 
marking and bookmark. 4%’ long, only %"" thick. 


The ideal gift for aoe. | teacher or student. Pre- 
cision made | apm uality—patented book clip 
clings firmly, flat in itle— propels, repels, expels. 


Fully guaranteed.Price: 
with words “Jesus Never Fails,” 

repaid from THE MARKET PLACE. 6 Lindsay 
Road. Stephentown, N. Y. 


Gold a ppiaia, $1.50, 


Shipped 














Cambridge 
™ Bible 


WITH THE 
UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 

Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 

Prayer helpers urgently needed. 

CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 





Dept. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 





838 (14) * 


assured of his salvation through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, God’s Word tells us 
that he is “absent from the body, and 
... present with the Lord” (2 Cor, 5:8). 
This being his changed condition, we 
know that, could he communicate with 
us, he would tell of his welcome into 
the heavenly Homeland, and give us 
the same description as we have in the 
divine revelation concerning Heaven. 
This tells us “there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed away. 
.., And there shall be no more curse: 
but the throne of God and of the Lamb 
shall be in it; and his servants shall 
serve him: and they shall see his face; 
and his name shall be in their fore- 
heads. And there shall be no night 
there; and they need no candle, neither 
light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth 
them light: and they shall reign for 
ever and ever. And he said unto me, 
These sayings are faithful and true” 
(Rev. 21:4; 22:3-6). 

Even though we must tarry here in 
this world a little longer, still, our 
thoughts should be occupied, not with 
the sense of our loss, but with an under- 
standing of the loved one’s eternal gain, 
spelled ‘out in freedom from sorrow, 
pain, and death, and thus cure our own 
heartache as we rejoice in his rejoicing 
in heavenly felicity, into which we, too, 
by God’s grace, shall one day enter, as 
we are united with him in the glory of 
the Saviour’s presence, 


Go bury thy sorrow, 
The world hath its share; 
Go bury it deeply, 
Go hide it with care, 
Hearts growing a-weary 
With heavier woe, 
Now droop ‘mid the darkness— 
Go comfort them, go; 
Go bury thy sorrows, 
Let others be blest; 
Go give them the sunshine, 
Tell Jesus the rest. 


te 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
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Leading in Worship 
(Psa. 51:1-12; Isa. 6:1-8) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


ARE will be needed in conducting 
the meeting that considers this 
topic to keep it from becoming merely 
critical of meetings that have occurred 
in the past. If such criticism is per- 


mitted without constructive suggestions, 
it will discourage members from taking 
part rather than help them to improve 
their participation, Let any comparisons 
with other meetings occur in the minds 
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of the members rather than in the com- 
ments of the leader. Encourage sug- 
gestions from many members rather 
than present only your own ideas. Be 
ready to inject comments and sugges- 
tions where they are needed to keep 
the topic lively, but wait in order to 
give others opportunity to state their 
views first. 
ye 


You may find it worth while to cen- 
ter the discussion around the character- 
istics of a good leader. Make it clear 
that the characteristics. to be discussed 
are those that any member can acquire, 
if he or she so desires and will make 
the necessary effort to cultivate. They 
are not some spécial endowment of a 
chosen few. Among these character- 
istics you may want to consider the 
following, but add others that may oc- 
cur to you and that may be particularly 
appropriate for your group: 

1, Promptness. A tardy leader can 
kill the enthusiasm and effectiveness of 
any meeting. He causes concern and 
uncertainty at the very start and gives 
opportunity for disorder and distract- 
ing conduct on the part of the waiting 
members. This is difficult to resolve 
into a spirit of worship. He sets a bad 
example for other leaders, 


2. Prayer. Without the direction and 
empowering of the Holy Spirit, the 
best of preparation and intention can 
be ineffective. Give God an opportu- 
nity to control you, and look to Him 
to control the.meeting under your guid- 
ance. 

3. Preparation. Begin your prepara- 
tion far enough ahead of the meeting 
date to insure unhurried, thoughtful 
work. If the topic is not worth your 
serious and careful efforts, your presen- 
tation of it will not be worth much to 
the listeners, Find out first what the 
Bible has to say about your theme. A 
good concordance and Bible dictionary 
and subject index will be of great help 
here. If your society does not have a 
library containing such books you will 
doubtless be able to consult your pas- 
tor’s library. Get all the help you can 
from others, such as your Sunday school 
teacher, your young people’s counselor, 
and your pastor, and from periodicals 
and books, and then pick and choose 
your material and do some honest-to- 
goodness thinking on your own part. 
Put down your thoughts on paper, not 
to be read as a written discourse, but 
to fasten firmly in your mind what you 
want to say. You will find that a brief 
outline to be used in your presentation 
will be sufficient to keep your thoughts 
from wandering. You will, Jy this 
method, prepare far more material than 
you can possibly use, but you will have 
enough from which to select the best 
thoughts as your presentation proceeds. 


4. Practice. This begins long before 
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the time of the particular meeting you 
are to lead. Consistent Christian prac- 
tice will add weight and conviction to 
what you say. Inconsistent conduct 
é¢loses our mouths on many worth-while 
topics. 

5. Personal Appearance. Don’t over. 
dress the part. Neatness and cleanliness 
are musts, but it is a good rule to wear 
nothing that is striking or eye-catching. 
Your audience should not be conscious 
of any particular article of your .cloth- 
ing. 

6. Purpose, Determine what is the 
main drive of the topic that has been 
assigned to you, insofar as your particu- 
lar group is concerned. There may be 
several good possibilities, but decide on 
the most important for your group at 
the particular time, and emphasize it. 


7. Plan. Seek to have every part of 
the meeting fit together and to empha- 
size the purpose of the topic. You will 
need to seek, well in advance, the co- 
operation of the various committee 
chairmen of your group to insure this, 
such as the publicity chairman, the 
music committee chairman or director, 
the one responsible for the arrange- 
ment of the meeting room, and the like, 
Let them know what you are trying to 
accomplish in the meeting and enlist 
their help and suggestions. Remember 
that the meeting is primarily for wor- 
ship, and provide that which will con- 
tribute to a worshipful spirit. Permit 
nothing in the program that will de- 
tract from a reverent or worshipful 
atmosphere. 

8. Participation. Don’t occupy the 
whole time for the message with your 
own comments. Encourage others to 
take part but keep a firm hand on the 
topic and purpose so that you can 
quickly steer the meeting back to its 
theme if any members wander in their 
comments. Be ready to state diplomat- 
ically what the Bible says, when any 
contrary or doubtful ideas are injected. 
Do this kindly and with a smile, rather 
than with a rebuking manner or with 
a know-it-all attitude, but do not let 
the meeting close merely as a forum 
in which everyone’s opinion has been 
aired with no conclusion. Let it close 
with “Thus saith the Lord!” 

Endeavor at all times to have mem- 
bers suggest ways in which they, as 
they attend meetings and listen, can en- 
courage and help their leaders to pro- 
mote a real spirit of worship, such as 
by promptness, courteous conduct, good 
attention, good singing, and sharing in 
the discussions as opportunities are of- 
fered. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


God blesses you that you may be @ 
blessing to others. Then He blesses you 
also a second time in being a blessing 
to others.—J, R. Miller, D.D. 
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Children at Home 


Peter, a True Witness 
Founded on fact 
By Sara Shields 
ETER was a ten-year-old newsboy. 


His paper stand was on a busy cor- 
ner of a downtown street. He would 


tell his customers, proudly, “A’m frae 


Scotland, ye know.” 

However, it wasn’t long before he 
lost his Scotch brogue. The neighbor- 
hood children soon stopped saying, 
“Peter speaks funny,” and accepted him 
gladly as a playmate and friend, for 
Peter was a real leader. 


One day his Sunday school teacher 
said to him, “Peter, I love having you 
in my class, and I want to have a quiet 
talk with you. Do you think your 
mother would allow you to have din- 
ner with me some evening after you get 
your papers sold and I’m finished with 
my work? I have two rooms with a 
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fine Christian lady, and I’ve been tell- 
ing her about you. Peter, she wants 
to meet you; she’s much interested in 
my class, so do you think you could 
come?” 

Peter was delighted to be asked out 
to dinner with Miss Robertson. He was 
sure his mother would allow him to go 
after he sold his papers. “Aye, indeed 
I will, Miss Robertson, and thank you,” 
said Peter. 

The boy had lovely manners, yet he 
was not a sissy, as a few of the rougher 
boys would have told, you. 


After doing her regular class visita- 
tion, Miss Robertson remarked to her 
good landlady, “Honestly, Mrs. Mack, 
I’m surprised at how fine and manly 
Peter is, after seeing and hearing how 
coarse his parents are, poor little fel- 
low!” 

“Never mind, my dear,” said wise 
Mrs. Mack. “The Lord gave you these 
boys so you could help them. You 
attend to what He has given you to do 
for Him, and don’t meddle with what 
you can’t help.” 

Miss Robertson loved her class of 
boys, and most of them loved her in 
return, but there were two or three 
who were real problems. Peter was 
a big help to her in managing them, and 
she was amused and pleased one Sun- 
day after she had to speak sternly to 
some of the boys about their conduct, 
to hear Peter whisper quietly to her: 
“Don’t you worry, Miss Robertson. 
They're a bit rough and ill-mannered. 
I know them, and I'll have a wee talk 
with those two.” What Peter’s “wee” 
talks were like, Miss Robertson never 
found out, but they certainly were ef- 
fective, as was his bright witness for 
the Saviour he had come to know. 

Miss Robertson never could forget the 
evening she took Peter out for dinner, 
and back home to meet Mrs. Mack. 
That good lady was also Scottish, and 
she had been looking forward to meet- 
ing the “wee laddie,” as she called Peter. 

When Miss Robertson introduced 
Peter to Mrs. Mack, the boy said: 

“Ma’am, you’re so like my granny! 
She’s back in Scotland. Aye, indeed, 
and you're bonnie, too, like she is!” 

Mrs. Mack’s kind blue eyes twinkled 
as she answered: “Thanks, Peter, my 
mannie. A woman never gets tired of 
hearing a gentleman tell her she’s bon- 
nie; but, tell me, my mannie, are you 
sure it isn’t Ireland you come from, 
with all that blarney on your tongue?” 

Quick as a flash the bright little fel- 
low answered, “No, I came from Scot- 
land, ma’am, but my granny was born 
in Ireland, and you're sure like her!” 

After Peter left for his home, Mrs 
Mack said to Miss Robertson: 

“You were right, my dear, he’s a rare 
laddie—fine, and well-mannered. He 





* (15) 839 


should go far, but he needs much 
prayer. I don’t wonder you're so taken 
with him. I love him, myself, and would 
gladly give him a home if he ever 
needs one.” Then with a chuckle she 
added: “And the quick thinking of the 
mannie! Aye, he surely will need the 
Word of the Lord to guide and keep 
his wee feet in the paths of righteous- 
ness! We must pray much for him.” 

Miss Robertson was quite in agree- 
ment with her good landlady. She 
knew from experience that a Christian 
worker had to spend much time in Bible 
study and prayer, and since knowing 
Peter, and watching the way God was 
using this little boy, she was deter- 
mined by His help to spend more time 
praying for her Sunday school class. 

One evening on her way home trom 
work the teacher stopped at the corner 
where Peter sold his papers. To her 
surprise and delight he was talking 
very seriously to another boy. 

She heard him say: “Sure, it’s hard 
sometimes to be a newsboy, Benny. 
People are mean at times, but, Benny, 
it’s good training for us, for the future, 
and don’t you forget it. Even if your 
folks don’t like churches, neither do 
mine, but my granny in Scotland taught 
me things I'll never let go of. She said 
the godless ways of my mom and dad 
grieved her, but if I put my trust in 
the Lord, He would help me stand on 
my own feet, and He does. 

“And, Benny, I want to help you, too, 
but you'll have to smarten up, and have 
more gumption. Don’t be mad at me 
for telling you, but you'll need to be 
more tidy, and more polite to your cus- 
tomers, too. Why don’t you come with 
me to Sunday school, and afterward, 
if it’s a nice day, we can take a lunch 
and go out to the country. It’s quiet, 
and I can tell you a lot more my granny 
and Miss Robertson taught me from the 
Bible. Jesus can do a lot for kids like 
us, and I believe He will. Cheer up, 
Benny, you and me are real buddies 
now.” 

With tears in her eyes, and joy in her 
heart, Miss Robertson went on home, 
thanking God for Peter, a true witness. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lessen Committee. 


November 4 to 10 

Mon., Nov. 4.—1 Cor. 12:1-11. 
Diversity of Gifts. 
PraYER SuccestTions: “Now there are 
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.” 
Christ, who was incarnate ih flesh for 
our salvation and for this became our 
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one eternal and all-sufficient atonement 
and surety, lives by His Spirit in His 
Church., The gifts and graces of the 
- Spirit insuring spiritual enrichment 
and evangelism are bestowed for the 
different administrations, and the di- 
verse operations should be desired and 
coveted by all believers. “Having then 
gifts differing according to the grace 
that is given to us” let us use our God- 
given gifts with simplicity, diligence, 
and cheerfulness (Rom, 12:6). Pray to 
be kept from laxity, laziness, and in- 
difference in your God-willed spiritual 
service to His cause. 


Tues., Nov 5.—1 Cor. 12:12-20. 
Responsibility for Gifts. 
PRAYER SvuacesTions: “All the mem- 
bers . . . are one body.” Unity in di- 
versity in the exercise of divine gifts 
by members of the body of Christ is 
the good will and pleasure of God, and 
also our best way to profit His Church. 
God, who worketh all in all, wills to 
honor thus His ransomed people and 
edify His body—the Church. The spir- 
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itual gift you have received makes you 
responsible to God, its giver. Diligently 
and prayerfully and Scripturally, there- 
fore, make your personal contribution 
to God’s cause (see Rom, 12:3-8). Pray 
that you may be fruitful for God in 
every good word and work. 


Wed., Nov. 6.—Acts 5:12-16. 
The Gift of Healing. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They were 
healed every one.” The Lord greatly 
honored His apostles with gifts for do- 
ing signs and wonders among the peo- 
ple. They were chosen of God for a 
specific ministry. Their place in Church 
history and in the Kingdom to come is 
supreme (see 1 Cor. 12:28, 29; Rev. 21: 
14; Eph, 3:5; 4:11; Heb. 2:4). God does 
heal in answer to prayer. Prayer should 
be our immediate recourse in times of 
accident, illness, and need. But let us 
not overlook our Lord’s word about 
physicians (Matt. 9:12; Mark 2:17; Luke 
5:31), and Paul’s word in Colossians 
4:14. Pray for all in affliction, remem- 
bering that you are yet in the body. 





The Times advertising cdlumns offer many helpful suggestions for your Christian 
giving. Why not make use of them as God directs? 
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Thurs., Nov. 7.—1 Cor. 14:1-9. 
The Gift of Prophecy, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Follow after 
charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but 
rather that ye may prophesy.” As love 
is the greatest of the graces, so proph- 
ecy is the greatest of God’s gifts through 
the Spirit. Think much of this God-given 
ability to unveil the great and grand 
truths of divine revelation to others, 
Note its immense superiority over 
“tongues” (vs. 23-25). Do you know 
how to divide rightly the word of truth? 
If not, then here is your first lesson (2 
Tim. 2:15). Pray for the needed revival 
of Bible study. 


Fri., Nov. 8.—Prov. 3:13-23. 
The Gift of Wisdom. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Happy is the 
man that findeth wisdom.” No man 
ever yet found what was missing with- 
out seeking it, and no man ever yet 
got understanding without going after 
it. The Word of God is able to make 
one wise unto salvation and service, but 
it must be read and meditated on day 
and night if a man is to become a fruit- 
ful tree (Psa. 1). The Bible is your 
mine of gold, your hid treasure, your 
book of knowledge. Let your profit 
appear to all who come in contact with 
you. You can learn more of God in 
five minutes from the Bible than in 
a lifetime from current literature, if 
you have the interest to do so. Pray 
for a great Bible-reading and Bible- 
heeding revival. 


Sat., Nov. 9.—Heb. 11:32-40. 
The Gift of Faith. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Through faith.” 
Faith is the gift df God. And His gift 
is active, not static. The heroes of faith 
all showed their trust in God by actions 
divinely commanded. Faith is more 
than a nod to God’s revelation. It is 
responsiveness of heart and readiness of 
feet and hands for the work God wants 
done by the believer. The heroes of 
faith trusted God and obeyed God. 
Faith that works by love is the real 
thing. Do you show your faith by 
works? Pray for more of the faith 
that works by love. 


Sun., Nov. 10.—Rom. 12:3-8. 
Appropriate Humility. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “For I say, 
through the grace given unto me, to 
every man that is among you, not 
to think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think; but to think 
soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith.” 
Paul shows his humility by the use 
of the word “grace.” He intimates 


also his humility in that he indicates 
that he is passing on only what God 
has graciously measured out to him. 
A man who obeys the God he trusts 
is likely to be appropriately humble. 
Pray to realize more the great humil- 
ity of yOur Lord (Phil. 2:5-8). 
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